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Mark schemes are prepared by the Lead Assessment Writer and considered, together with the 
relevant questions, by a panel of subject teachers.  This mark scheme includes any amendments 
made at the standardisation events which all associates participate in and is the scheme which was 
used by them in this examination.  The standardisation process ensures that the mark scheme 
covers the students’ responses to questions and that every associate understands and applies it in 
the same correct way.  As preparation for standardisation each associate analyses a number of 
students’ scripts.  Alternative answers not already covered by the mark scheme are discussed and 
legislated for.  If, after the standardisation process, associates encounter unusual answers which 
have not been raised they are required to refer these to the Lead Assessment Writer. 
 
It must be stressed that a mark scheme is a working document, in many cases further developed 
and expanded on the basis of students’ reactions to a particular paper.  Assumptions about future 
mark schemes on the basis of one year’s document should be avoided; whilst the guiding principles 
of assessment remain constant, details will change, depending on the content of a particular 
examination paper. 
 
 
Further copies of this mark scheme are available from aqa.org.uk 
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t.c. = tout court 
 

Qu Accept Mark 

01.1 A D E F (in any order) 4 
 

Qu Accept Reject Mark 

02.1 too much/a lot of   1 

02.2 difficult to say/pronounce difficult t.c.  1 

02.3 every day/once a day   1 

02.4 problems with concentration/lack of concentration/poor concentration  1 
 

Qu Accept Mark 

03.1 B E (in any order) 2 
 

Qu Key idea Accept Reject Mark 

04.1 

 
Uniform – everyone is/looks the 
same 
 
 
Holidays – too short 
 

 
Gives a good impression/looks 
good 
 
Not long enough/shorter than in 
France 

 
Reject good t.c. 

 
 

1 
 
 

1 

04.2 

 
Teachers – work hard 
 
 
Pupils – talk (too much) in class 
 

 
Encourage students 
 
 
Talkative in class 

 

 
1 
 
 

1 
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Qu Accept Mark 

05.1 E 1 

05.2 F 1 

05.3 B 1 

05.4 A 1 

Qu Accept Mark 

06.1 P + N 1 

06.2 N 1 

06.3 P 1 

06.4 P 1 
 

Qu Accept Mark 

07.1 8 1 

07.2 5 1 

07.3 3 1 

07.4 7 1 
 
  



MARK SCHEME – GCSE FRENCH – READING – SPECIMEN 
 

5 

 
Qu Key idea Accept Reject Mark 

08.1 She looked like her mother      1 

08.2 She did NOT look like her parents    1 

08.3 proud of them/thinks they are 
perfect pleased with their personalities     1 

08.4 subjects approved/chosen by their 
mother they studied grammar/history   1 

 
Qu Accept Mark 

09.1 C E G (in any order) 3 
 

Qu Accept Mark 

10.1 B 1 

10.2 C 1 
 

Qu Accept Mark 

11.1 E 1 

11.2 D 1 

11.3 G 1 

11.4 A 1 

11.5 C 1 
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Qu Accept Mark 

12.1 F 1 

12.2 V 1 

12.3 PM 1 

12.4 V 1 
 

Qu Key idea Accept Reject Mark 

13.1 elle travaille dans un hôtel /(elle fait) 
le ménage     dans un hôtel t.c. 

elle travaille tard 1 

13.2 travailler dans un fast-food 
travailler à la caisse 
dans un fast-food 
à la caisse d’un fast-food 

d’un fast-food 1 

13.3 un emploi dans un bureau  
travailler dans un bureau 
un travail avec une chaise qui 
tourne 

 1 

 
Qu Accept Mark 

14.1 A E H I (any order) 4 
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Qu  Accept Reject Mark 

15.1 Mon école est grande. My school is big/large.  1 

15.2 
On a des examens We/one have/has exams.  1 

deux fois par an. twice a year/two times a year. twice t.c. 1 

15.3 

Hier, j’étais triste  Yesterday I was sad   wrong tense 1 

parce que mon meilleur ami because my best friend  1 

a quitté l’école. left school.  1 

15.4 
Ses parents ont acheté His parents bought/have bought  1 

une maison en France. a house in France.  1 

15.5 Ils vont habiter à Paris. They’re going to live in Paris.  1 
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