The extermination of the Jews and the ‘Final Solution’
Source A

After the outbreak of the Second World War (1939) the Nazi leaders became much less worried about what the rest of the world thought of their anti-Semitic policies. By the end of 1940, Germany dominated the major countries of western, northern and eastern Europe

From a school text book, 2002

Source B

     Country                                          
Number of Jews
     Germany proper                                                 131,800

     Austria                                                         43,700

     Eastern territories                                            420,000

     General Government                                           2,284,000

     Lithuania                                                       34,000

     Belgium                                                         43,000

     Denmark                                                          5,600

     France /  occupied territory                                   165,000

               unoccupied territory                                 700,000

     England                                                        330,000

     Greece                                                          69,600

     Netherlands                                                    160,800

     Norway                                                           1,300

     USSR                                                         5,000,000

                              Total     over                     11,000,000

Nazi estimates of the number of Jews in European countries 
Source C
When Hitler invaded Russia in 1941 the German Army was accompanied by 3000 men in the Einsatzgruppen (SS Death Squads). These men were given the job of killing Jews. How did they do this?
· They rounded up large groups of Jews and forced them to dig mass graves in remote parts of the countryside

· They forced men, women and children to line up along the edge of the grave

· They then shot them in the head, and the bodies fell into the grave
School text book, 2002

Source D

Source E
As the firing started, Himmler (a leading Nazi) became more and more nervous. At each shot, he looked down at the ground. I said to him, ‘Sir, those were only a hundred....Look at the eyes of the men in this commando (group of soldiers), how deeply shaken they are. Those men are finished for the rest of their lives. They will end up either neurotics or savages.

From the accounts of Arad, a German SS Officer 
Source F
Yet in the late summer of 1941, Heinrich Himmler, noting the psychological burden that mass shootings produced on his men, requested that a more convenient mode of killing be developed. The result was the gas van in which gas was pumped into the back of the van from the exhaust, killing the victims locked inside.
From the Holocaust Encyclopaedia

Source G
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A map showing the sites of camps build by the Nazis.   The white triangles and black squares are the places Jews were to be taken to be exterminated as part of the ‘Final Solution’. The mass executions took place in gas chambers. 
Key: Colour-code the following statements:





The number of Jews under the control of Germany increased after they successfully conquered much of Europe


The Nazis had no need to worry about the views of Britain and the USA once they were fighting them (1939 ()


Early methods of killing Jews were not efficient enough


The psychological affect of shooting civilians on German soldiers 











